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_
PENGLAIS SCHOOL IS AN 

AMBITIOUS AND THRIVING 
SCHOOL WHICH ALWAYS 

EXPECTS THE BEST FROM ITS 
STUDENTS.

Telephone : 01970 624811           Email: admin@penglais.org.uk          Twitter : @PenglaisSchool_            Facebook: Ysgol Penglais School         www.penglais.org.uk
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It is with great pleasure I welcome you to Ysgol Penglais School.
Ysgol Penglais School is a happy, ambitious and high-achieving school which always expects the best from our 
students.  We have high expectations of ourselves and each other, both as students and staff, and we continually 
drive to achieve our very best.
Teaching and learning is the main focus of the school and we are fortunate to have experienced staff with a very 
high level of subject knowledge and a great understanding of students’ learning.  This inspires students to learn, 
to develop their skills and to achieve their best.  The outcomes of our students at A Levels and the pathways many 
choose to take exemplifies the excellent experiences they have had in the school.  
We are a very comprehensive school, serving Aberystwyth and many areas within and beyond Ceredigion.  This 
produces a great energy within the school which provides our students with a varied range of opportunities.  Our 
pastoral care and inclusion within the school is excellent and helps support all of our students to achieve well.  We 
also offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities which enables our students to experience success in many 
aspects of their lives, socially as well as academically.  We aim to develop well-rounded and happy individuals who 
are well qualified to become successful members of the community.
Ysgol Penglais School is a school that is at the very heart of the community and we aim to work closely with all 
ventures within Aberystwyth community.  Collaboration brings many opportunities and we seek out occasions 
when we can work with local community members to support our students as well as the community. 
I am very proud to be the Headteacher at Ysgol Penglais School and I hope that you too will become proud parents 
and students in the school.  I look forward to meeting you soon.

Mair Hughes
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER’S 
WELCOME

PENGLAIS SCHOOL’S VISION  AND 
VALUES

Ysgol Penglais School is a happy, ambitious and high 
achieving school where everyone is respected and 
valued.  We are a strong community where everyone 
cares for each other, knowing that only through 
collaboration and respect will we achieve and become 
our very best.  The school is vibrant with students and 
staff co-operating, learning, thinking and working 
hard. We recognise that overcoming challenges is key 
to success and by developing bravery, confidence and 
resilience our students will become successful citizens of 
their communities, Wales and the world.  

We will achieve this vision together by:
- Being respectful and kind
- Being ambitious and resilient
- Developing independence and confidence
- Celebrating diversity and success
- Taking pride in belonging to our community
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At Penglais School, we always expect our students to demonstrate respectful behaviour and 
kindness towards each other.  This can be seen in their daily interaction with each other, with 
staff and in their attitude towards their work and others.  

The Transition from Primary School 
Every effort is made to ensure that each student settles quickly into Penglais. The Head of Years 7, 
8 and 9 works closely with feeder schools. Prospective parents and students are invited to an Open 
Evening in the Autumn Term. The Headteacher and other members of staff visit primary schools and 
talk to Year 6 in the summer term. Year 6 pupils spend two days with us in the summer term to get 
to know staff, sample lessons and prepare for secondary school. There are opportunities for parents 
to meet their child’s Form Tutor early in the autumn term to discuss the settling-in phase. Primary 
School pupils attend workshops arranged by departments in Penglais School. 

Behaviour for learning and Anti-Bullying Policy 
 Our behaviour for learning policy encourages students to behave in a respectful manner by 
recognising the positive behaviours that we see.  We also support students in reflecting on their 
actions and in choosing respectful and kind behaviours in the school.

Our anti-bullying policy is clear that we are committed to providing a caring, friendly and 
safe environment for all of our students so they can learn in a relaxed and secure atmosphere.  
Unkindness or bullying of any kind is not tolerated and we have experienced form tutors and support 
workers who will listen and work with students to resolve any issues.  

BEING RESPECTFUL 
AND KIND
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“I WAS WORRIED ABOUT MOVING 
TO PENGLAIS BUT FOUND IT 

REALLY EASY TO SETTLE IN. THE 
OLDER PUPILS WERE REALLY NICE 

AND I HAVE MADE MANY NEW 
FRIENDS. I NOW KNOW THERE IS 

NOTHING TO BE SCARED OF.” 
YEAR 7 STUDENT
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BEING AMBITIOUS 
AND  RESILIENT
The curriculum throughout the school enables 
students to become ambitious for their learning and 
to develop resilience.  Students will be challenged 
on a daily basis and will be supported to achieve and 
become their very best. 

Key Stage 3
Students arriving in Year 7 are placed in mixed ability 
form registration groups.  Teaching groups are organised 
in groups of equal ability for most subjects.  Setting 
will take place in Maths and Welsh. In Years 8 and 
9, students will be increasingly set by ability in most 
subjects.  Movement between sets takes place during the 
year.  Students who are experiencing difficulty with basic 
skills (mainly language and numeracy) are allocated to a 
small class so that their needs can be more easily met.

At Penglais we support the Welsh Government’s 
ambition for a million Welsh-speakers by 2050. Welsh 
is taught as a first or second language subject to all 
students.  Students who come from Welsh medium  
primary schools are placed in the first language 
groups and will continue to study Welsh first language 
up to GCSE level.  Two registration groups in each 
year have Welsh speaking form tutors and form 
business is conducted through the medium of Welsh.  
Opportunities exist for students to develop their use of 
Welsh through bilingual lessons in some foundation 
subjects.  

Subjects are taught according to the National 
Curriculum guidelines and all students will study:
English, Maths, Science, Welsh / Modern Foreign 
Language*, History, Geography, Religious Education, 
Design Technology, Physical Education, Art, Music, 
Drama, Welsh Baccalaureate and ICT in Year 9.

*French is taught in Year 7 and Spanish and Mandarin are introduced in Year 
8.  In Year 9, students will choose the language they wish to continue learning, 
with the option of taking one or two languages for GCSE.
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Key Stage 4
In Year 10, students have the opportunity to choose 
subjects that further their ambitions.  All students study 
a core of subjects including English, Mathematics, 
Science, Welsh, Physical Education, Religious Education 
and the Welsh Baccalaureate.

Students may select up to three additional subjects.  This 
option process takes place during Year 9 and involves 
opportunities for discussion between students, parents 
and teachers.  The teaching of GCSE curriculum will 
start after May half term in Year 9.

It is school policy to enter all students for external 
examinations where appropriate.  Some subjects now 
are all exam based whereas others have assessments 
that take place during the course.  Penglais offers a wide 
range of options, including vocational subjects which 
supports students in meeting their ambitions.  

Examination subjects:
English Language, English Literature, Mathematics 
(including Additional Maths and FSMQ), Mathematics 
– Numeracy, Science, Welsh, Welsh second language, 
French, Mandarin, Spanish, History, Geography, 
Religious Education, Design Technology (options of 
Product Design and Food), Information Technology, 
Business Studies, Art, Music, Drama, Physical 
Education, Child Development, Health and Social Care, 
Engineering Operations, Salon Services, Work Skills.
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Key Stage 5
Penglais 6th form is a thriving, ambitious and 
challenging place to study.  A high proportion of 
Penglais students stay on into Years 12 and 13 and 
a significant number of students join us from other 
schools.  

A wide range of academic and vocational courses are 
offered, and all students follow the Welsh Baccalaureate 
course at Advanced Level.  A separate Sixth Form 
prospectus is published and gives details of courses 
available.

Students truly develop their ambitions and resilience in 
the 6th form as they follow the testing demands of the A 
Level and vocational courses.  They are fully supported 
by the Sixth Form team, led by the Head of Sixth Form 
and supported by the Sixth Form Manager, Learning 
Coaches and the Attendance Support Worker.  Every 
year students progress to various institutions including 
Oxbridge, Russell Group Universities, high-profile 
apprenticeships and employment. 

Assessment
Students are regularly tested and assessed through Key 
Pieces in each subject and through formal end of year 
exams.  These support the students in meeting their 
ambitions and help them know how to improve further.  
Teachers will give time for students to improve their 
work in their lessons, responding to incisive feedback.  
Progress checks are shared with parents three times a 
year in Key Stage 3 and four times in Key Stage 4 and 5.  

Sex Education
It is the policy of the school that all students follow 
a programme of sex education.  Provision takes into 
account the age, development and beliefs of the students.  
Moral issues and the value of family life will be 
considered.   Parents may request that their children be 
wholly or partly excused from receiving sex education 
(except where it forms part of the National Curriculum) 
by writing to the Headteacher.  Full details of the 
contents and organisation of sex education are available 
on request at the school.  

Work Related Education
Experiencing and hearing about real-work situations 
supports students in developing their ambitions and 
their resilience.  We encourage students to take any 
opportunities available to them and offer the following 
activities: work experience as part of some vocational 
courses in Year 10; NHS work experience opportunities 
for Year 10 students; work experience for Year 12 
students who are interested in careers in veterinary 
practice, medicine and law; work related visits for 
selected groups of students and outside speakers on 
particular careers; enterprise events through the Welsh 
Baccalaureate curriculum which provides experience 
of business decisions, using group activities and 
information technology; opportunity to attend a careers 
fair to become aware of various careers available to 
them.

Careers Wales
Careers advice is crucial in supporting students to 
develop their ambition and widen their perspectives.  
We work with Careers Wales who interview and advise 
students about what is available for them in education, 
employment and training; attend parents’ and open 
evenings; give talks to students from Year 9 onwards.
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DEVELOPING CONFIDENCE 
AND INDEPENDENCE
An important part of students’ educational journey 
through Penglais is to develop their independence 
skills and to become increasingly confident in their 
learning and their approach to life.  Developing a 
well-rounded individual who is able to approach life 
confidently is as important as equipping them with 
academic skills and qualifications.  We offer various 
opportunities for students to develop these skills.

Extra-curricular activities
Taking part in extra-curricular activities supports 
students in developing independence and confidence as 
well as social and collaborative skills.  Penglais offers a 
wide range of opportunities for students including:
Choir, bands, ensembles, 5x60 sporting activities, 
rugby, football, hockey, netball, badminton, gymnastics, 
surfing, basketball, skiing, book club, debating, and 
Minecraft.

In addition to the many opportunities in music and 
sport, departments organise a wide range of educational 
visits.  These have recently included: theatre visits, visits 
to Germany, France, Spain, Iceland and China; Japanese 
exchange visit; Geography, Geology and Science 
fieldwork; ski courses.

There is a full programme of competitive games in all 
major sports and students regularly train during the 
school week.  Students play representative sports at 
local, national and international level.

Performing in the arts subject is a fantastic way to 
develop confidence and providing Drama and Music 
as an integral part of Key Stage 3 curriculum for all 
students is a recognition of this.  Students also have 
the opportunity to participate in the annual school 
production, most recently Peter Pan. Students also 
perform music regularly in the school and at local and 
national venues.  Students are prepared annually for the 
Urdd Eisteddfod.
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“EVERYONE LOOKS FORWARD 
TO THE ANNUAL SCHOOL 

PRODUCTION. ITS A CHANCE FOR 
PUPILS OF EVERY YEAR TO REALLY 

DEVELOP PERFORMING SKILLS AND 
THEIR CONFIDENCE”

PENGLAIS SCHOOL’S HEAD OF DRAMA 
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Student Council
Penglais has an active Student Council that is 
democratically elected.  The Council operates in three 
tiers to ensure the involvement of all students: each form 
group acts as a debating forum and elects two pupils to 
represent its views; the form representatives of each year 
group form a Year Council; the Head Boy and Head Girl 
sit on the whole school Governing Body.

“BEING A PART OF THE SCHOOL 
COUNCIL LETS US MAKE

DECISIONS ABOUT THE SCHOOL 
THAT REALLY MATTER TO US.” 

YEAR 9 PUPIL
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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY AND 
SUCCESS
Penglais is a highly inclusive community, which 
strongly values the diversity of students’ backgrounds 
and abilities.

Pastoral Care
The pastoral care at Penglais is an important part 
of supporting students in accepting and celebrating 
diversity as well as in supporting them in their academic 
success.  Form tutors, Heads of Year and the Student 
Services team oversee the pastoral care of students in 
Years 7-11.  

Through the pastoral system, students can expect: help 
to make informed choices relating to their education; 
assistance in setting targets and support to achieve their 
goals; to review progress, celebrate success and address 
underachievement; opportunities and encouragement 
to take part in school events; be awarded merits for 
outstanding work and contributions to the school and 
community.

Rewards system
A merit system recognises students who work 
consistently hard, produce excellent work or represent 
the school.  A whole school achievement assembly is 
held every term where rewards are issued, and successes 
are celebrated.  The school also holds Celebration and 
Certificate Evenings to celebrate the achievements and 
talents of our students.  

Supporting Additional Learning 
Needs
Penglais is very successful in supporting and integrating 
all students into the school community.  The Learning 
Support Team work very effectively with all students and 
staff across the school. The Learning Resource Centre, 
the Hearing Resource Centre and the EAL department 
further support students with specific needs.

The Learning Support team will: ensure that students are 
given appropriate support; carry out assessments and 
oversee special arrangements for external examinations; 
advise teaching staff on appropriate individual teaching 
and learning strategies; provide cross-curricular support 
for students; offer advice and feedback to parents on 
their child’s progress; ensure individual education plans 
(IEPs) for students are met; hold annual reviews on 
students who have a statement of SEN.

The Additional Needs Department follows the Welsh 
Assembly Government’s and Ceredigion Council’s SEN 
Code of Practice.
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“THE PASTORAL CARE AT PENGLAIS 
IS SECOND TO NONE.” 

PARENT TO YEAR 10 STUDENT
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TAKING PRIDE IN BELONGING 
TO OUR COMMUNITY
Penglais School is a school that reflects and represents 
the local community.  We therefore want the whole 
community to feel proud to belong to the school.  

Representing the school
We are very proud of our students who represent the 
school in the community, be it locally, nationally or 
internationally.  We seek out opportunities for students 
to represent the school in Aberystwyth, Ceredigion and 
Wales through various musical, drama and sporting 
events as well as events such as the St David’s Day 
Parade and the Remembrance Day Parade.  

School Uniform
Wearing the logo with pride is a visible display of 
belonging to Penglais and all students should be proud 
of wearing the school uniform. The uniform policy 
presents a smart uniform which is recognised and 
well supported by parents.  All students must wear the 
correct uniform at all times.

Partnership with Parents
Working with parents is key to developing the pride in 
belonging to the community as well as in securing the 
successful academic and social progression of students.  
The school encourages close contact between home and 
school: regular newsletters are sent to each family; a 
school calendar of events is published in the newsletter; 
parents are represented on the school’s Governing Body.

There are opportunities during the year for parents to 
meet with staff.  A parents’ evening will be held once per 
year for each year group giving parents the opportunity 
to talk with subject teachers.  Special meetings are held 
to help parents and students decide on vocational, GCSE 
and post-16 choices; the school governors hold an 
annual meeting with parents in the autumn term.

Parents are welcome to contact the school and may ask 
for an appointment to discuss specific issues at any time 
in the year.  We would encourage parents to call the 
school to make an appointment with the relevant Form 
Tutor, Head of Year or specific subject teacher.
The Headteacher holds a weekly surgery for parents to 
drop in with any queries or concerns.

Parents Teacher Association
All parents automatically become members of the 
association that supports the school and aims to foster 
good relationships between staff, parents and friends of 
the school. The PTA provides a forum for discussion, an 
informal channel for communication, social events and 
fund-raising activities such as the Curry and Quiz Night 
and Christmas Fair.

“I’VE REALLY ENJOYED BEING ABLE 
TO GET INVOLVED AND MEET 

OTHER PARENTS. IT MAKES THE 
SCHOOL FEEL LIKE A COMMUNITY 

RATHER THAN JUST A SCHOOL.” 
PARENT OF YEAR 8 PUPIL


